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Rideau Park is an Affirming Congregation in the United Church of Canada. All are invited to
participate fully, with mutual respect, in the life and work of the church, including those of
diverse ages, abilities, gender identities and sexual orientations, races, ethnicities, religions,
and economic backgrounds.

We acknowledge, with respect, the history, spirituality, and culture of the indigenous peoples
of Canada, and their stewardship of the unceded Algonquin land where this church is built.

Please note: Audio loops are available from the ushers. Prayer requests for today’s service
can be noted on the lists at the entrances. Childcare for pre-schoolers is available in room
B-12 (lower hallway). Quiet activity boxes are also available for children in the chapel each
Sunday.

Gathering Music
Welcome and Land Acknowledgement

Candle lighting

Sung Response: Wait for the Lord VU 22
Music: Mary, Did You Know? Touch of Brass
Advent Candle Lighting: Brian Hall and Laurie Nicoll Hall

Today is the first Sunday of Advent,

and so we light the candle of hope. (Light the first candle)
Sometimes hope is hard to find.

For Holy Land shepherds,

hope seemed like a distant dream.

Until the angels came.

And the last became first,

just as Jesus proclaimed.

Hope came in unexpected places.

And still Jesus sends hope to us today:

in our hearts, in our streets, in our war-torn world.
Come, Lord Jesus, come.

Sung Response Hope is a Star VU 7, verse 1
Hope is a star that shines in the night,

leading us on ‘till the morning is bright.

When God is a child there’s join in our song.

The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong

and none shall be afraid.

Children’s Time



Music: All Earth is Waiting/Toda la tierra

Scripture Reading: Luke 2: 8 -14 Lisa Simpson
Music: Prelude no.1 in C major from Book 1 of Bach's Well-tempered Clavier

Lenore Liu
Meditation: Shepherds in the Fields Abiding
Hymn: The First Nowell VU 91, verses 1, 2,4, 6
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Concern
Music: "Sing a Simple Song" from Leonard Bernstein's Mass" Adam Sperry

COMMUNION

The Invocation
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise,
O God, creator and ruler of the universe.
You established your people to be a light for the nations,
and called us to walk in your paths and follow your ways.
Even now, you are coming to bring justice and hope to the world.
Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with choirs of angels, and with all the
faithful of every time and place who forever sing to the glory of your name:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Invitation
The Blessing and Distribution
The Prayer after Communion

The Life and Work of the Church



Offertory Prayer

Hymn: Come,

Thou Long-Expected Jesus VU 2

Commissioning and Benediction
And still the angels come into the world,
bringing a message of hope to all people.

“So, let us go to Bethlehem

and see

this thing which is come to pass,
which the Lord hath made known to us.”

Sung Response: Jesus Came Bringing Us Hope MV 33
Jesus came bringing us hope,
Jesus came bringing us hope,
Jesus came bringing us hope,

hallelujah forever more!

Postlude

After the service you are invited to join us for refreshments
and conversation in Beecroft Hall.

Sunday, Dec. 1
Sunday, Dec. 1 at 11:15am

Sunday, Dec. 1 at 7pm
Monday, Dec. 2 at 1:30pm
Sunday, Dec. 8

Sunday, Dec. 8 at 4pm
Wednesday, Dec. 11 at 6:30pm
Sunday, Dec. 15 at 10am
Wednesday, Dec. 18 at 7pm
Saturday, Dec. 21 at 3pm
Saturday, Dec. 21 at 7pm
Tuesday, Dec. 24 at 6:30pm
Tuesday, Dec. 24 at 8:30pm
Wednesday, Dec. 25 at 10am

Upcoming Events
Foodbank Sunday (donations go to HEFC)
Advent Happening — gingerbread house / potluck lunch
(signup required)
Christmas Handbell Concert
UCW Candlelight Service
Christmas Shoebox Program — return filled boxes
Sundays@Four Concert — Tchaikovsky
Encarna (drop-in 6:30-8:30pm)
Christmas Pageant
Longest Night Service
Christmas Choir and Carols Concert
Christmas Jazz Concert with the Stan Clark Orchestra
Christmas Eve Family Service with Joyful Noise

Christmas Eve Service with Communion and Handbells
Christmas Day Service




