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Rideau Park is an Affirming Congregation in the United Church of Canada. All are invited to
participate fully, with mutual respect, in the life and work of the church, including those of
diverse ages, abilities, gender identities and sexual orientations, races, ethnicities, religions,
and economic backgrounds.

We acknowledge, with respect, the history, spirituality, and culture of the indigenous peoples
of Canada, and their stewardship of the unceded Algonquin land where this church is built.

Please note: Audio loops are available from the ushers. Prayer requests for today’s service
can be noted on the lists at the entrances. Childcare for pre-schoolers is available in room
B-12 (lower hallway). Quiet activity boxes are also available for children in the chapel each
Sunday.

Gathering Music
Welcome and Land Acknowledgement

Candle lighting

Hymn: The First Nowell VU 91, verses 1-4
Scripture Reading: Luke 2: 1-7

Hymn: O Come, All Ye Faithful VU 60
Advent Candle Lighting: The Laliberté/Hagglund Family

Andrea, Hailey, Sydney, Marc and Rod
Tonight, we relight the Advent candles.
(Light the first four candles)
For Christians all over the world,
this is the night that hope, peace, joy and love
came into the world in the form of a tiny child.
But God has been sending these gifts
into our world since the beginning of time,
and to people of all places. (Light the Christ candle.)
Tonight as we light this candle,
we pray that we will listen and hear -
the voice that cried in the wilderness
to prepare the way in hope,
the young mother who dreamed of peace and justice
for all people,
the angels that sang glad tidings of joy to the outcast,
and the message that we should love one another,
always and all ways. Amen



Hymn: Hope Is a Star VU7
Scripture Reading: Luke 2: 8-12

Hymn: What Child is This VU 74
Message: What Child is This?

Music: O Holy Night lain Macpherson
Scripture Reading: Luke 2: 13-15

Music: African Angel Carol (Angels We Have Heard on High)

Scripture Reading: Luke 2: 16-19

Music: Mary, Did You Know?
Communion

The Invitation
The Blessing and Distribution
The Prayer After Communion

Prayer

God of grace and power,

as we stand on the verge of Christmas Day, we pray

that we might keep our focus on the birth of Jesus;

the love he brings, the peace he bestows,

the hope he carries, and the joy in our hearts.

At Christmas time we delight again

to hear the story of the journey to Bethlehem,

the song of the angels, the surprise of the shepherds,
and their joy as they found Jesus in the manger.

But lest we forget he was born to poverty,

we remember at this season all who are hungry or cold.
And lest we forget he became a refugee,

we remember now, the stranger and the lonely among us.
And lest we forget he felt the pain of life and death,

we remember now those who areill,

or anxious, or bereaved.

We pray that as the star shone the way so long ago,

it would light the way for us today.



Make us a church, loving God,

where the world takes heart,

the poor are seen and known and loved,

the sick are soothed and healed,

and people without homes can always find one.
Make us a church that lives and breathes

and shares the Good News

that Jesus Christ is born. Amen

Hymn: Joy to the World
Scripture Reading: Luke 2: 20

Sending Forth

Just as the shepherds returned to their homes,
so it is time for us to go out into the night.

But as we go, let us share the light of Christ,
one to another, as we sing Silent Night.

And may the joy of Christmas warm your hearts
now and forever. Amen

Hymn: Silent Night, Holy Night

VU 59

VU 67



