Rideau Park United Church
February 1, 2025

Gathering Music
Welcome and Land Acknowledgement
Candle lighting

Introit: Kumbaya
Kumbaya my Lord, kumbaya, Kumbaya my Lord, kumbaya
Kumbaya my Lord, kumbaya, Oh Lord, kumbaya.

2. Someone’s singing Lord...
3. Someone’s crying Lord...
4. Someone’s praying Lord...

Call to Worship:  from The Hour of Prayer
Daniel Alexander Payne, 1873

Haste thee, haste thee, hour divine,
Joys ecstatic — bliss is thine,

and raptures from the throne above
- sweeter those, than life to me,
when the world and cares do flee;
and Jesus speaks, in tones of love,
O, time of prayer! O, hour divine!

- ecstatic joys and peace are thine!
Prayer of Invocation: Stand by Me

Charles Albert Tindley, 1905

When the storms of life are raging, stand by me.

When the storms of life are raging, stand by me.

When the world is tossing me, like a ship upon the sea,
thou who rulest wind and water, stand by me.

In the midst of faults and failures, stand by me.

In the midst of faults and failures, stand by me.

When | do the best | can, and my friends misunderstand,
thou who knowest all about me, stand by me.

In the midst of persecution, stand by me.

In the midst of persecution, stand by me.

When my foes in battle array, undertake to stop my way,
thou who saved Paul and Silas, stand by me.

When I'm growing old and feeble, stand by me.

When I'm growing old and feeble, stand by me.

When my life becomes a burden, and I'm nearing chilly Jordan,
O thou Lily of the Valley, stand by me.

*Hymn: Michael Row the Boat Ashore
Michael row the boat ashore, hallelujah.
Michael row the boat ashore, hallelujah.

Sister help to trim the sail, hallelujah.
Sister help to trim the sail, hallelujah.

The River Jordan is chilly and cold, hallelujah.
Chills the body but not the soul, hallelujah.

Michael row the boat ashore, hallelujah.
Michael row the boat ashore, hallelujah.

Children's Time

Anthem: The King of Love my Shepherd Is (C. Gounod)

Scripture Reading: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 Suzanne Bassett

Responsive Psalm: Psalm 71:1-6

You have been my strength. In you, O God, | take refuge;
let me never be put to shame.

In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me;

incline your ear to me and save me.

Be to me a rock of refuge, a strong fortress to save me,
for you are my rock and my fortress.

Rescue me from the hand of the wicked,

from the grasp of the unjust and cruel.

For you, O God, are my hope,

my trust, O God, from my youth.



From my birth | have leaned upon you;
my protector since my mother's womb.
My praise is continually of you.

Meditation: The Pathway of Faith (I Corinthians 13)

*Hymn: Precious Lord, Take My Hand VU 670
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Concern

Music: God is Love (Marvin Gaye) Adam Sperry

The Life and Work of the Church
Healing Pathways will take place this Sunday after the service.

Offertory Prayer

*Hymn: Shall We Gather at the River VU 710
*Commissioning and Benediction:

A Prayer for Liberation that Leads to Liberating Love.

Frank Madison Reid Ill, 1994

...In the words of the Psalmist,

“We lift up our eyes unto the hills,

from whence cometh our help,

our help cometh from the Lord.”

*Sung Response: I've Got Peace Like a River VU 577

Postlude



