
Bible study June 23 2020 

Exile 

2 Kings 24:12-16 (MSG) 

In the eighth year of his reign Jehoiachin was taken prisoner by the king of 

Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar emptied the treasuries of both The Temple of God and 

the royal palace and confiscated all the gold furnishings that Solomon king of 

Israel had made for The Temple of God. This should have been no surprise—God 

had said it would happen. And then he emptied Jerusalem of people—all its 

leaders and soldiers, all its craftsmen and artisans. He took them into exile, 

something like ten thousand of them! The only ones he left were the very poor. 

15-16 He took Jehoiachin into exile to Babylon. With him he took the king’s 
mother, his wives, his chief officers, the community leaders, anyone who was 

anybody—in round numbers, seven thousand soldiers plus another thousand or so 

craftsmen and artisans, all herded off into exile in Babylon. 

 

This was not the first time that the Hebrew people had been taken into exile. 

Earlier the Assyrian armies had plundered the northern kingdom of Israel. At that 

time, people of all walks of life were taken and sent to various regions of the 

Assyrian empire. They were scattered.  

In the Babylonian exile, only the rich, powerful and educated were taken and they 

remained together as a group. For these Jewish communities, living in exile posed 

a challenge, if not a crisis. As the psalmist most poignantly articulated, “How 
could we sing the LORD’s song in a foreign land?” (Ps 137:4). Living outside the 
Promised Land, without the temple, Jewish exiles were compelled to develop new 

ways of forming a community and worshipping Yahweh. 

How are we like those taken into exile? 

 

And what an about those who were left behind? They, too, were in crisis. They 

had the promised land and the temple but they had lost their leaders, their 



teachers, their priests. Who would lead worship, make sacrifices, speak to 

Yahweh on their behalf? 

How are we like those left behind? 

 

 

Return 

The Babylonian exile ended when King Cyrus of Persia issued an edict in 538 B.C.E. 

allowing the exiled Jews to return to Jerusalem and rebuild their city and their 

temple.  But, in another sense, the developing notion of exile as a spiritual 

separation from Yahweh meant that geographic return alone could not bridge the 

divide or end the exile.  

No doubt the return was a joyous occasion but those who returned were not 

those who had left – 70 years had passed. Those who returned had never lived in 

Jerusalem. And the city, idealized during those 70 years, was not the city they 

found when they returned. How did they feel when they returned?  

And those who had stayed behind had developed new rituals, a new hierarchy; 

new leaders had arisen. How did they feel about the exiles returning? 

What do we idolize about how things used to be?  

How do we expect things will be when we can meet again? 


