
Bible Study – June 9 2020  

Exodus: Freedom and Covenant  

The Exodus 

The story of the Exodus is a 

foundational story for Israel. 

The narrative is spread over 4 

books. Other Biblical texts 

reference its seminal events. 

The story is retold at 

Passover each year. “When 
your children ask you, ‘Who are 
we,’ your response is to be, ‘We 
are the people the Lord brought 

out of Egypt into the promised 

land.” 

 We can consider Exodus` 

images:  a baby in a basket , 

the 10 plagues, the parting of 

the Red Sea, the burning 

bush, Mt Sinai,  golden calf, 

the 10 Commandments,      

40 years of wandering, 

manna from heaven…         

The essential themes of 

Exodus- freedom, liberation 

from slavery and/or 

oppression- these have 

informed African American 

emancipation, the civil rights 

movement, liberation 

theology…   Marcus Borg 

wrote that there are three 

foundational                                                                                                         

story types in Scripture:   

The first is Exodus . 

 

 



Exodus 3:  Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of 

Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the 

mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a 

bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, “I will 
go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.”4 When the LORD saw that 

he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!”And Moses 

said, “Here I am.” 

5 “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are 
standing is holy ground.” 6 Then he said, “I am the God of your father,[a] the God of Abraham, 

the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to 

look at God. 

7 The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying 

out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8 So I have come 

down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into 

a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, 

Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israelites has 

reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am 

sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt. 

 

• In the sweeping narrative of the Exodus, what images or stories come to mind first? 

What is it about that story within the story that stands out for you? Are their narratives 

that resonate with you or stories that are troubling for you? The Ten Commandments, 

the Prince of Egypt…are there versions of Exodus in art and culture that come to mind? 

Marcus Borg points out that when we look back at the Exodus story as a whole, four themes 

emerge: bondage, liberation, journey, and destination. The people are in bondage to the Egyptians, 

they are liberated with the help of God, they journey into the wilderness where God is their 

constant companion, and they eventually arrive at their destination, which is the promised land. 

• What holds us in bondage? Personally or collectively… 

  

• Where do we see the work of liberation?  

 

• When have we been lost in the wilderness? 

 

• Where or what is our Promised Land? 

 

• In this time of tumult and change, do we see God leading us to something new? 

 

• Pandemic, black lives matter and racial equality and protest, Pride Month… how do the 

themes of Exodus speak to our present moment? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-1586a

