
Bible Study – June 16 2020 

People of God:  Spiritual or Political? 
 

After Moses died, the people were led by a series of leaders called Judges.  The Judges had 

strong faith and military leadership. They were accompanied by prophets, who interpreted 

God’s word to them.  Unfortunately, when a judge died, the people fell into disarray until 

another judge arose and was recognized by God, prophet and community.  Finally, the 

people came to Samuel, the spiritual leader, and asked for a king.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• The system is broken, we say. Things have got to change! How does our faith inform 

the changes we would like to see? 

• How do you feel about mixing religion and politics?   

• What are some of the assets of faith when talking politics? 

• What are the liabilities? 

 

Karla Suomala writes:  “We are left wondering if God authorizes this change in affairs 

because God wants to punish the people OR because God sees new potential, some fresh air, 

in a different form of governance.  Maybe God is as ready for a change as the people…” 

 

In spite of Samuel’s warnings, the people still chose to have a king and King Saul was 

crowned because he was strong and handsome.  Unfortunately, he also experienced 

paranoiad psychosis, especially when David dispatched Goliath and became much more 

popular.  So the monarchy didn’t turn out to be more stable after all. Saul and David went to 

war, and David eventually became King.  Wars ensued with other nations and with David’s 

own sons.  King David was not above conspiracy, assassination and rape, though he 

maintains the position as an ideal king in many scriptures and psalms.   

 

1 Samuel 8:4-9 

Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, and said 

to him, ‘You are old and your sons do not follow in your ways; appoint for us, then, a 
king to govern us, like other nations.’ But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, 

‘Give us a king to govern us.’ Samuel prayed to the LORD, and the LORD said to Samuel, 

‘Listen to the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected 
you, but they have rejected me from being king over them. Just as they have done to 

me, from the day I brought them up out of Egypt to this day, forsaking me and serving 

other gods, so also they are doing to you. Now then, listen to their voice; only—you 

shall solemnly warn them, and show them the ways of the king who shall reign over 

them.’ 
 



• Are we getting better at holding leaders and other prominent people to account? 

• Are we always looking for a saviour? How does this impact our world? 

 

The prophetic tradition seems to take on new importance with the rise of the monarchy. 

Instead of being simply an interpreter and encourager, the prophets become like our 

modern opposition parties – asking pesky questions, pointing out inconsistencies, calling the 

monarchs to account. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 Samuel 12:1-7 

Nathan came to David, and said to him, ‘There were two men in a certain city, one rich 
and the other poor. The rich man had very many flocks and herds; but the poor man 

had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. He brought it up, and it 

grew up with him and with his children; it used to eat of his meagre fare, and drink 

from his cup, and lie in his bosom, and it was like a daughter to him. Now there came a 

traveller to the rich man, and he was loath to take one of his own flock or herd to 

prepare for the wayfarer who had come to him, but he took the poor man’s lamb, and 
prepared that for the guest who had come to him.’ Then David’s anger was greatly 
kindled against the man. He said to Nathan, ‘As the LORD lives, the man who has done 

this deserves to die; he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and 

because he had no pity.’ Nathan said to David, ‘You are the man!  

 

 

Marc Chagall’s painting of David and 

Nathan shows the King with a green 

face, as if sick or jealous.  

• How do you understand the 

church to be prophetic in our 

political system? 

• What modern day prophets are 

calling us to account? 

• How do you think this 

experience with monarchs and 

prophets changed the trajectory 

of God’s people? 

• How does it still impact us 

today? 


