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“The great thing, if one can, is to stop regarding all the unpleasant things as interruptions of one's 'own,' or 

'real' life. The truth is of course that what one calls the interruptions are precisely one's real life -- the life 

God is sending one day by day.” C.S. Lewis 

 

 
 

 
27Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge 

of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning home; seated in his 

chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and 
join it.” 30 So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand 
what you are reading?” … 34 The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say 
this, about himself or about someone else?” 35 Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this 

scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36 As they were going along the road, they 

came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being 
baptized?” 38 He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down 

into the water, and Philip baptized him.  Acts 8:26-40 

 

If you drew a map of where they had been and where they were going, these two journeys were never 

meant to intersect! But the Holy Spirit told Philip to go another way, and so he came upon the Ethiopian 

man, who had interrupted his own journey to ponder the scriptures he had heard in Jerusalem. The 

Ethiopian was in a different social, cultural, national category altogether.  According to the law, the 

Ethiopian was impure, and did not conform to traditional gender norms. 

 

But none of that made a difference to Philip.  What he saw in the Ethiopian was a deep spiritual longing for 

holiness and wholeness, and a passionate curiosity about the meaning of God’s word.  When they came to 
the water, the Ethiopian asked the question: is there anything that prevents ME from being baptized?  

Philip saw no impurity in his companion, there was only a child of God who wished to be immersed in the 

living water. He didn’t ask anyone’s permission, it was truly baptism in water and the Spirit, who had made 
their intersection/interruption possible.  

 

Let us pray:  O God of grace, by the power of your baptism, may we be cleansed of the barriers and 

obstacles we create when we are being the church.  May we shed our fears and enter into the refreshing 

depths of your Spirit.  May we rise again with a new vision of your people, a richly coloured rainbow of many 

possibilities.  May we know your compassion for all and for us, we pray in Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 


