
Holy Interruptions 7 

 

“The weather is nature's disruptor of human plans and busybodies. Of all the things on earth, nature's 
disruption is what we know we can depend on, as it is essentially uncontrolled by men.” 

― Criss Jami 

 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 

the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

‘See, the home of God is among mortals. 

He will dwell with them; 

they will be his peoples, 

and God himself will be with them; 
4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

Death will be no more; 

mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

for the first things have passed away.’  
 

Revelation 21:1-4 

 

It’s the biggest and the holiest interruption of them all.  The book of Revelation is the prophecy of a believer 

named John.  He watched how human empires rose and fell away, only to decline eventually into 

corruption. John put his trust in God alone, and the authorities didn’t like him sharing that perspective.  Yet 

John was not a cynic.  In the symbols and imagery of his vision, John proclaimed the hope that was to come:  

a vision of God interrupting the very cycles of human history in order to bring peace to the planet.   

 

One of the questions I hear over and over again in the time of Covid is: “how are you pivoting (your 

worship, business, family life, etc.) to get through this time?” Restaurants had to “pivot” to delivery service, 
families to home schooling, the church to online worship.  However we need much more than a pivot. 

Simply turning our heads will not address the damage we have already done to the earth.  A few months of 

emergency assistance will not address perpetual poverty and housing insecurity.  We need dramatic 

change, and the acknowledgement that what we own is not ours alone, but is blessing from God. 

 

In the new heaven and new earth that John envisioned, everything changed. Even my house? My family? 

My church? Yes, everything – it’s why we like to think that Revelation is way off in the future somewhere.  
And yet in John’s vision, every one has what they need, and we see God dwelling in our midst.   

 

It is too much to imagine.  But maybe we can start small, because even our “pivoting” through Covid-19 has 

decreased the carbon emissions that damage to the planet.  It has opened our eyes to issues of food 

security and housing. It has helped us to think about what we really need, and what others have always had 

to live without. We have been interrupted, and it is up to us to make it a holy interruption. 

 

Let us pray:  O God of power and gentleness, of earth and heaven.  Bless us, we pray, with the courage to 

choose what is truly hopeful in the world around us.  Keep our eyes open to the vision you have for us, for 

the way we eat and the places we live, for the way we interact in our neighbourhoods and organize our 

nations.  Keep us every mindful of your presence in our midst, may we dwell with you always in our hearts.  

Amen 

 


