The UCW turns 60 this year! That is 60 years of breaking bread together
- literally and figuratively.

It’s really hard to believe I was a teenager 60 years ago. My mother and
grandmother were active participants in The Womens’ Missionary
Society (WMS), a world mission-oriented service and study group that
supported almost 100 active missionaries around the world - while the
Woman’s Association (WA) at that time focused on work in the local
church and community. Guilds and Ladies’ Aids were the WA’s
forerunners; in the early years, these units went unrecorded, just doing
what needed to be done, spiritually, financially, and socially.

When the UCW came into being in 1962 they became UCW members;
today I am. What a difference 60 years has made. Today the UCW has a
similar focus but much has changed. Sixty years ago careers were not the
norm but passion, friendships, community and spiritual fulfillment were
found within the WMS/WA groups. Today careers, some very
demanding, are the norm as are busy family lives. Passion, friendships
and community and even spirituality are found elsewhere. Today we
retire and then we travel - who has time for UCW?

Is the UCW still a meaningful organization? At RPUC the UCW is active
in many ways but are we a meaningful group, do we provide community,
friendship and spiritual growth? Are we viewed as an exclusive group? Do
you feel you need an invitation to participate? We are not perfect, and
we know it. We like to meet during the day and you work. Families are
grown, gone or never were -- do we know what it is like today for young
families? Are we stuck in the past? This year our goal is to try new things
and invite you along for the ride as we experiment. Is this only a dream?
We don’t know! Do you? We want to try.

February - World Day of Prayer - see page 2
February 10 - Alliance to End Homelessness
Zoom info session - info below*

March - UCW Soup and Bake Sales
April - Easter Card Project
May - Nearly New Sale Outside!

*The session, on Feb 10 at 7PM will be
offered via Zoom (see Zoom link below). At
this session, The Alliance to End
Homelessness, Ottawa will provide an
overview of homelessness and housing
needs in Ottawa and the steps needed to
reduce homelessness in our community,
including a summary of the city wide
campaign on affordable housing -
STARTS WITH HOME, presented by the

Alliance ED, Kaite Burkholder Harris.
hitps://us02web.zoom.us/j/83485935685?
pwd=VGErUjBOMktmWUIRYlcwVnhLU3dIdz
09

The UCW is currently looking for a
Bazaar Convenor and Vice President.
Please let us know if you are interested in
talking to someone with experience in the
roles.

ucw@rideaupark.ca


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83485935635?pwd=VGErUjB0MktmWU1RYlcwVnhLU3dIdz09
mailto:ucw@rideaupark.ca

Sixty Years to Reflect and Build On

Our 60th Anniversary project is to gather
stories (Remembrances) of UCW members and
in doing so find inspiration for the future.

Anyone can offer stories and inspiration for
consideration. In doing so perhaps you will
find a desire to join with us going into the next

60 years.
https://forms.gle/rm{ft6 DBMdhCA7cvG6

Currently in the News
Intimidation of residents of downtown women's shelter.
Link to their statement of concern.

https://cornerstonewomen.ca/statement-downtown-

protests-impact-on-cornerstones-emergency-womens-
shelter/

More than half of all food produced in Canada is lost or
wasted, report says:
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/food-waste-
report-second-harvest-1.4981728

We carry the
memory of past
members forward as
a gift to those who
will carry on our
VISION.

Environment Input

Recycle and Reuse - A Survey -
please consider filling out the survey
link below, to assist the UCW in
deciding what items to collect for
reusing and recycling going forward.

https://forms.gle/ ManWRQUTFbMc
z2089

World Day of Prayer

Given that many churches and
communities will be unable to gather
in person for World Day of Prayer
2022, please consider this option:

The 55-minute service video,
produced by the Women’s Inter-
Church Council of Canada, can be
watched at home, or via Zoom with
others, or via local TV stations. As of
February 1, 2022, the video can be
downloaded from wicc.org for FREE.

UCW National Event

July 11-15, 2022 in Sydney, Nova
Scotia, there will be a national UCW
event celebrating the 60th
Anniversary, with speakers, music,
entertainment and tours. Contact
the UCW Executive if you would like
more information about attending.
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